
 

  

 

 

TENANTS: You Have New Rights! 

 New York State passed a new law in 2019 that protects tenants! 
Before you can be evicted: 

 Your landlord must give you a written 14 day demand for back rent before starting a non-
payment eviction case. 

 If you pay the back rent before your court date in a nonpayment eviction case, the eviction 
process stops. 

 Your landlord must give you written notice of 30, 60, or 90 days to end your lease or to raise 
your rent 5% or more, depending on how long you have lived in your home. 

 Court eviction papers must be served on you at least 10 and no more than 17 days before 
court. 
  

At the eviction hearing: 

 If you have a valid legal defense to the eviction case against you, the judge must give you a 
14 day adjournment if you ask for an adjournment. 

 If you complain to your landlord about the condition of your apartment, or try to enforce 
your right to a safe, habitable home, it may be considered unlawful retaliation if the 
landlord tries to evict you or significantly changes the terms of your tenancy within one year 
of your complaint. 

 If a judge orders your eviction, you should not be put out for at least 14 days. 

 If the eviction was for non-payment, and you pay the full amount of rent due to the court 
before you are put out, your eviction should be stopped.  

 If you are evicted for breaking the rules of your lease, the Court must delay your eviction for 
30 days for you to attempt to correct any lease violation. 
 

New rights for tenants: 

 If you break your lease and move out early, the landlord is required to search for new 
tenants before attempting to sue you for the remaining rent on the lease. 

 Refusing to rent to someone because of prior evictions or landlord disputes is now against 
the law. 

 Landlords may no longer charge an application fee.  Background and credit check fees are 
limited to $20.00 for each. 

 Late fees are limited to $50 or 5% of monthly rent, whichever is lower. 

 Your landlord must give you a written receipt for all cash payments and upon your request 
if you pay by check.  Landlords must save receipts for 3 years. 

 Your landlord must give you a written notice within 5 days if you failed to pay your rent on 
time.  If the landlord does not do this, it may be a defense in a nonpayment eviction case. 

 Your security deposit may not be more than one month’s rent.  You are entitled to inspect 
the apartment with your landlord before you move in and before you move out. The 
landlord must return the balance of your security deposit within 14 days after you move.  

 Evicting you or forcing you to move without taking you to court first is now a crime. 
 


