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DISABILITY, DIVORCE, SSI, AND MEDICAID

Using Creative Alimony, Child Support and Property
Settlements to Maximize SSI, Obtain Medicaid,
and Create Funding for Assistive Technology

Mary has severe arthritis and uses a wheel-
chair. Her only income is Supplemental Security
Income (SSI) benefits of $724 per month, making
her automatically eligible for Medicaid. Medicaid
pays for her doctor visits, prescription drugs and
her wheelchair.

Mary will receive $800 in monthly alimony
payments under a negotiated settlement. The SS
program will disregard the first $20, but the re-
maining $780 will be counted to reduce her
monthly SSI check to $0. Thus, despite an $800
alimony award, Mary’s net benefit is $56 per
month. Mary’s loss of SSI means she also loses
automatic Medicaid eligibility. To keep Medic-
aid, she must use the “spend down” program and
will be responsible for the first $55 of medical
expenses each month.

Mary’s case may be settled in such a way as
to maximize her benefits: Mary’s ex-husband
agrees to pay up to $800 as direct payments to
Mary’s creditors to cover a van payment and in-
surance, a phone bill, and a cable television bill.
Since Mary receives neither cash nor an in-kind
payment for “food or shelter,” these payments
will not be treated as income by SSI and will not
affect her eligibility. She will continue to receive
a monthly check of $724 and remain automati-
cally eligible for Medicaid.

To properly settle a case like Mary’s, an at-
torney needs a good working knowledge of
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SSlI's income and resource rules. Without that ex- therapy, home health care services, private duty
pertise, an otherwise good settlement could inad- nursing, durable medical equipment, and pros-
vertently result in reductions to SSI. Worse yet, if thetic devices.

alimony or child support makes a person ing—:-ligible Application of SSI Rules to Money
for SS.I, tha.t person could aIso_Iose Medicaid. Received as Alimony, Child Support, or a
This article covers the basic SSI rules an at- Property Settlement
torney must know to competently represent an _ _
adult or child with a disability who is expected to The 2008 federal SSI benefit rate is $637. New
benefit from alimony, child support or any other ~ YOrk State’s 2008 supplement is $87 for persons liv-
cash or property settlement that results from a di- Ing alone and $23 for persons living with others,
vorce or related action. We will explain the types bringing the combined federal and state SSI rates to
of cash and property settlements that will affect $724 and $660 respectively. The rate is $447.67 for
SS| and those that will not. an individual who lives with others but does not
contribute to household expenses. Generally, the
amount of the monthly SSI check is determined by
subtracting countable income from the SSI base

This article should be valuable to attorneys
and advocates who specialize in family law and
disability law, as well as to persons with disabili-

ties and their families. A much longer version of rate.

this article, with extensive legal citations, is SSI Income Rules

available either by calling the AT Advocacy Income is defined as anything received in
Project at 716-847-0650 or by visiting our web  cash or in kind that can be used to meet needs for
page atvww.nls.og/ssifmatyhtm. This article food or shelter. Earned income includes gross
updates and replaces an article that appeared in wages and net earnings from self-employment.
our Summer 1999 issue WPACT entitled,SS Unearned income is any income other than

and the Family Law Attorney. earned income and includes income from a parent

The principles stated in this article will allow ~ or spouse that is “deemed” available to the SSI
the attorney to creatively design resolutions that will recipient. Both alimony and child support pay-
greatly enhance a client’s quality of living. Inse-  ments are forms of unearned income.
lected cases, the creative resolution of alimony, Spousal Income and Alimony Payments|f
child support or property issues may bring thou-  a spouse resides in the same household and has
sands of extra dollars to the family and allow a child income that is high enough, the SSI program will
or adult with a disability to obtain funding for ex-  treat a portion of that income as available to the
pensive services and assistive technology (AT) to  spouse with a disability. However, if the spouses

enhance independence and self sufficiency. live apart, SSI will only count income from the
SSI: A Source of Cash Benefits; A Way to other spouse if some of that income is paid to the
Qualify for Medicaid SSl recipient. If an adult SSI recipient receives

alimony payments, SSI will ignore the first $20

SSlis a cash benefit for persons with disabili- received each month. The remaining amount will

ties who have Iirpited income a_nd resources. SSI count as income and reduce the monthly SSI
can be a person's _onIy form of Income oritcan —.pocy thata person would otherwise receive.
supplement other income such as Social Security _

benefits or wages. SSI may be affected by a fam-  Parental Income and Child Support Pay-
ily law resolution that involves a periodic pay- ments. If a child receiving SSl is under 18 and
ment, lump sum or transfer of property. For this Nas a custodial parent with a high enough in-
reason, it is important to determine whether a cli- cOme, SSI will treat some of that income as
ent or client’s child is receiving SSI benefits or
whether the adult or child in question might be Where to Find SSI's

eligible for SSI if his or her income and resources Regulations Governing Income

were limited. N _ and Resources
In New York, an SSI recipient automatically
gualifies for Medicaid. Medicaid will cover a
wide range of items, including doctor visits, hos-
pital costs, psychiatric care, prescription drugs, Resources - 20 C.F.R. §8 416.1201 et seq.
speech therapy, physical therapy, occupational
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Income - 20 Code of Federal Regulations
(C.F.R.) 88 416.1100 et seq.




available to the child. The non-custodial parent’s fined as any food or shelter that is paid for by

income will be counted by SSI only if it is paid
and is available to meet that child’s needs for

someone else. Shelter includes room, rent, mort-
gage, real property taxes, electricity, gas, water,

food and shelter. For example, Tom is a custodialsewer charges, garbage collection, and heating
parent for 10 year old Cheryl, who receives $660 fuel. If the individual lives in the household of

per month in SSI benefits (the living with others
rate). Tom’s ex-wife, Susan, earns more than
$40,000 per year, but SSI will not treat any part

another person and receives both food and shelter
from the person, the SSI program reduces the SSI
base rate by $212.33 (i.e., by one-third of the fed-

of that as available to Cheryl unless the money is,eral benefit rate) making New York State’s base
in fact, being paid. Assume that Susan is orderedrate $447.67.

to pay $600 in child support payments for

If the individual receives in-kind support and

Cheryl's needs. SSI will treat these payments as majintenance and the one-third reduction rule

income to Cheryl and, under SSI’s rules, will ex-

does not apply (for example, if the individual

clude one third of the $600 to reduce that amountjjyes in a separate household, or does not receive
to $400 An add|t|(-)nal $20 IS eXCIUded und_er the both food and She'ter), SS| uses the “presumed
general unearned income exclusion, reducing the yajye rule.” Instead of determining the actual

income to $380. Cheryl will be eligible for a
monthly SSI check of $280 ($660 - 380), making
her net benefit from the child support $280 per
month.

Cheryl need not receive so little.As an al-
ternative to traditional child support, Tom’s ex-

dollar value of the income received, SSI pre-
sumes that it is worth a maximum one-third of
the federal benefit rate plus the general income
exclusion of $20 ($212.33 + 20 = $232.33). The
actual dollar value will be used if the individual
can prove that the actual value is less than the

wife agrees to pay up to $600 as direct payments presumed value.

to a private school to cover the cost of Cheryl's
tuition. Since no cash has been received on
Cheryl's behalf nor any in-kind payment for
“food and shelter,” the payment for the tuition

While the presumed value rule may be seen
as having negative consequences in other con-
texts, application of this rule can be used to im-
prove the quality of the housing options for the

will not be treated as income and will have no ef- gjyorcing spouse with a disability. For example,

fect on her SSI eligibility. Her monthly SSI check
will remain at $660.

Special Rules: The One Third Reduction and
Presumed Value Rules

There are special rules for valuing free food

Sally and Tom are divorcing. Sally has used a
wheelchair since her spinal cord injury and sig-
nificant modifications were made to their home
to make it wheelchair accessible. She wants to
stay in the home but the mortgage payments are

or shelter received as “in-kind support and main- $1,000 per month. Tom is willing to pay the
tenance.” In-kind support and maintenance is de-mortgage payment as alimony. If he pays the

SSI Program Eliminates Cloth-

ing From Definition of Income
When we originally published this article in
1999, the SSI definition of income included
anything received in cash or in kind that
could be used for “food, clothing or shelter.”
Effective April 1, 2005, the SSI regulations

were amended to eliminate clothing from
the definition of income. Because of this
change, an alternative child support or ali-
mony agreement could provide for pur-
chase of clothing without that transaction
having any effect on the child’s or spouse’s
SSI check.

mortgage, SSI will presume the maximum value
of those mortgage payments are one-third the
federal benefit rate plus $20 (i.e., $232.33). After
subtracting the $20 general unearned income ex-
clusion, Sally’s SSI benefit will only be reduced
by $212.33 even though Tom is paying the
$1,000 per month mortgage.

SSI Resource Rules

A resource is defined as cash or other liquid
assets or real or personal property that an indi-
vidual owns and could convert to cash which can
be used for food or shelter. Since 1989, SSI's gen-
eral resource limits have been $2,000 for an indi-
vidual and $3,000 for an eligible couple. We typi-
cally say that the person can have no more than
$2,000 in the bank, but the general resource limit
goes beyond bank accounts. A parent®ugces

- 276 -



will be considered available to the child and home will not affect Darlene’s SSI eligibility, as
counted against the child’s $2,000 resource limit it falls within the residential home exemption as
to the extent that they exceed $2,000 for one par-long as she continues to live in the house. How-

ent or $3,000 for two parents in the household.

In addition to cash and bank accounts, SSI
will count “liquid resources,” i.e., property which
can be converted to cash within 20 working days.
Such resources include stocks, bonds, and the
cash surrender value of most life insurance poli-
cies. SSI also counts “non-liquid resources,” i.e.,
property which is not cash and cannot be con-
verted to cash within 20 working days. This in-
cludes, among other things, boats, machinery,
livestock, buildings and land. Only the equity
value of the non-liquid resource is countable.

Since many family law resolutions involve
property transfers, the attorney should know
some of the more common resource exclusions,

ever, the $25,000 cash payment is not exempt.
Since it is more than the $2,000 general resource
limit, retention of that money will make Darlene
ineligible for SSI until that amount, combined
with all other non-exempt resources, drops below
$2,000.

A viable alternative to the $25,000 payment
would be to direct the ex-spouse to use that
money to pay off the existing mortgage, make re-
pairs to the property, or both. Such a payment
would not affect Darlene’s SSI eligibility as it is
not money available for food or shelter. Instead,
the payment only adds equity value to an exempt
resource. Later, if Darlene uses the equity in her
home to secure a home equity loan or line of

i.e., resources that are not counted for purposes of'€dit, the loan proceeds will not be treated by the

the $2,000 resource limit. The following list of
exempt resources, although by no means com-
plete, includes those most likely to come up in
the context of a family law case:

SSI program as income.
Family Law Issues

Traditionally, an attorney advocates for the
periodic payment, lump sum, or property settle-

* the primary residential home, regardless of its ment that best serves the client. To put the article

value;

into context, we will provide a very basic sum-

» one automobile regardless of value if it is usedmary of the rules which govern child support, ali-

for transportation for the SSI recipient or a
member of the household;

* household goods, if they are items found in or

mony and marital property in New York.

Child Support Payments and the Child Support
Standards Act of 1989

near the home, and are used on a regular basis naw York's Child Support Standards Act
or are needed by the householder for ma'nte'(CSSA) of 1989 shifted emphasis away from the

nance, use and occupancy of the home;

needs of the child and placed the focus on total

« personal effects, if they are items of personalparental income and children’s right to share in

property ordinarily worn or carried by the indi-
vidual or have an intimate relationship to the
individual;

* equipment required because of a disability, e.g.
a wheelchair or telecommunication device for
the deaf (TDD);

» personal property required by the individual's
employer for work, regardless of value;

» the full value of burial spaces;

* burial funds, up to $1,500 for an individual and
$3,000 for a couple; and

» federal income tax refunds.

Consider Darlene, who has multiple sclero-
sis and receives SSI payment¥he resolution
of Darlene’s divorce requires her ex-husband to
deed over his interest to the couple’s home and

their parents’ wealth. It attempted to balance uni-
formity, predictability, and fairness of child sup-
port awards with the need to allow judicial dis-

cretion in atypical situations.

The CSSA presumes that it takes 17 percent
of the combined income of both parents to sup-
port one child, 25 percent to support two, 29 per-
cent to support three, 31 percent to support four,
and 35 percent to support five or more. Courts
may deviate from the guidelines if the resulting
order would be unjust or inappropriate. In deter-
mining whether application of the guidelines
would be unjust or inappropriate, courts may con-
sider such factors as the financial resources of the
custodial and non-custodial parents and of the
child, the physical and emotional health of the
child, and the child’s special needs and aptitudes.

give her a lump sum of $25,000. The deed to the A court in New York, then, may consider that the
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child receives SSI and has special needs. Once Division of Property

the court finds that support calculated pursuantto  \yhen dissolving a marriage, the court must
the guidelines would be unjust or inappropriate, it getermine each party’s separate property and
must set support that it finds to be just and appro-fajrly distribute marital property. Property distri-

priate_. _ bution can take a number of different forms, such
Prior to enactment of the CSSA, we consis-  as transfer of title, lump sum buyouts, and peri-
tently saw orders for multiple children in the odic payments. The method of distribution can

same household in which support was allocated affect eligibility for SSI differently, depending on
between the children. For example, a child sup- the type of asset or resource and its value.

port award of $50.00 per week for two children .

was often allocated as $25.00 per week per child. Optlo_ns fqr Seﬁ'em‘?”t

Under the CSSA, child support is usually not al- for Child with Disability

located and the order will read, “$50.00 per week  The following examples are based on New

for two children.” Since child support affects the York child support guidelines. For simplicity’s
amount of SSI paid on behalf of a child, it be- sake, they assume the custodial parent is not also
comes important to know how much of the sup- receiving alimony payments. A parent’s receipt
port payment is considered available to the child of alimony could, if high enough, affect the

SSl recipient. An order which specifies how child’s SSI eligibility. Based on experience, we
much is allocated to the child may eliminate the believe the scenarios and the alternative resolu-
possibility that the entire amount will be consid- tions of these cases are realistic.

ered child support for the SSI recipient. Child Scenario # 1. Wanda lives with her
Alimony or Maintenance for the Adult Spouse two children, Bonnie, age 11 and Chris, age 13.
Although “maintenance” awards have re- Chris is profoundly deaf and is eligible for SSI;

p|aced “a|imony” awards in New York, the term Bonqie does.not have a disability. The family's
“alimony” is used here to include alimony, main- only income is $1,100 gross each month from
tenance and spousal support because it is the ~Wanda’s job and monthly SSI of $660 for Chris.

term most commonly recognized outside the Wanda has been awarded child support payments
community of family law attorneys. There are no Of $1,000 per month for her two children, which
mandated guidelines for the calculation of ali- IS 25 percent of her ex-husband’s $4,000 monthly
mony. income as required by New York child support

guidelines. The Family Court order does not
with the support of his or her spouse, if that per- specify how much of the $1,000 is allocated for

son is possessed of sufficient means or is able to each child.

earn such means. A support order may arise in Affect on Chris’'s SSI. We can expect SSI to
informal separations as well as in court actions  presume that half of the child support money is
for divorce, separation or annulment. Alimony  for Bonnie and half for Chris. SSI would then
may be paid in one sum or periodic sums, and  exclude one-third of Chris’s child support pay-
may be payable to third persons for such items asments, reducing the amount from $500 to

real and personal property, services supplied to $333.33. Another $20 would be deducted as an
the spouse, insurance, taxes, and repairs or otherunearned income exclusion, reducing Chris’s in-
carrying charges on premises occupied by the ~ come to $313.33 and his monthly SSI check to
spouse. Whether to award alimony and the $346.67 ($660 - 313.33). Chris will continue to
amount of alimony awarded is largely left to the qualify for Medicaid. Chris receives a net value

In New York, a married person is chargeable

discretion of the court. of $186.67 from the child support payment, the
Absent clear guidelines, the advocate may ~ a@mount that was excluded by SSI.
miss the predictability of child support awards. Alternative resolution # 1. At the time of

However, what is left is a great deal of flexibility ~disposition, Wanda’s attorney asks the Family
not only for courts, but for advocates attempting Court judge to allocate $680 of the $1,000 as
to improve the quality of the lives of their clients payment for Bonnie, and $320 as payment for

with disabilities. This flexibility is important Chris. The legal rationale is that $680 repre-
when one goal of the resolution is to maximize  sents 17 percent of the father’s income, New
eligibility for SSI and Medicaid. York’s child support guideline for one child;
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$320 repreents the amount added on when pay- $600 per month, which meets New York’s child
ments are made for two children at 25 percent of support guidelines for one child. The SSI pro-
the father’s income. The court’s support order re-gram will exclude one third of the child support
flects this allocation. SSI will now exclude one  payments, reducing Jenny’s income from $600 to
third of the $320 ($106.67) per month and an ad- $400. Another $20 will be deducted as an un-
ditional $20 as an unearned income exclusion.  earned income exclusion, reducing her income to
Chris’s countable income is now $193.33 per $380. Jenny now qualifies for a $280 SSI check
month ($320 - 126.67) and the SSI check will ($660 - 380). The child support helps balance the
now be $466.67 per month ($660 - 193.33). This family’s budget, but Jenny’s mother does not
minor change to the court’s order will allow the  have enough money left to purchase a lift-
family to retain an extra $120 of Chris’s monthly equipped van to allow her to easily transport
SSI benefits. Jenny to medical appointments, family outings
Alternative resolution # 2. Wanda’s attor- and recreational activities. Jenny’s mother cur-

ney seeks the same $320 per month allocation forrently pays $160 per month in loan payments for
Chris. She also asks that the ex-husband be re- & used car that is not suitable for transporting
quired to pay the $320 directly to vendors or Jenny in her wheelchair.

creditors for the benefit of Chris and his family. Alternative resolution. A more creative

She asks that the first month’s payment of $320 resolution will help finance the lift-equipped van.
be paid to XYZ Electronics for a telecommunica- In lieu of paying child support, the father agrees
tion device for the deaf (TDD), to allow Christo  to pay the following monthly bills directly: tele-
communicate on the telephone through a key-  phone ($60), cable TV ($80), YMCA member-
board and screen display despite his lack of hear-ship for Jenny ($40) and loan payments on a new
ing. For subsequent months, she asks that the lift-equipped van ($420). The court approves this
$320 be paid directly to vendors or creditors for arrangement. Since the $600 is now paid directly
therapeutic dance lessons; cable TV, a separate to the vendors and bank, the money is not avail-
phone line to allow Chris to use the TDD in his  able to Jenny’s mother to pay for Jenny’s food or
bedroom; the lease of a laptop computer that shelter. Therefore, Jenny has no countable in-
Chris will use at home and at school; Wanda’'s come for SSI purposes and her SSI check will re-
car insurance; and monthly payments toward a main at $660.

two-week summer residential camp for deaf teen- Compare the family’s balance sheet using the

agers. The ex-husband agrees to this arrange- |4 and new divorce settlements. Under the

ment and the Family Court judge orders it. original settlement, Jenny and her mother wind
Under SSI's rules, none of these payments  up with $1,620 per month to meet expenses other

will be treated as income to Chris. Therefore, his than car payment expenses ($900 wages + $600

SSI check will remain at $660. This is because child support + $280 SSI - $160 car payment).

income, for SSI purposes, must be something re- Under the new settlement, they net $1,740 to

ceived in cash or in kind that can be used to meetmeet expenses other than van payment expenses

Chris’s needs for food or shelter. No part of the ($900 wages + $660 SSI + $180 for telephone,

$320 allocation comes as cash and none of the TV and YMCA). They now have $120 more for

items paid for fall into the categories of food or  household expenses and will have the needed lift-

shelter. Comparing the financial result of this equipped van.

resolution to the traditional resolution, it is clear Options for Settlement for

that this creative alternative will result in an en- dult with Disabilit

hanced quality of life for Chris and his family. Adult wi ISability

Child Scenario # 2. Ten year old Jenny is The following example is t_)ase.d.or? New York
spinal cord injured and paralyzed from the waist 12w governing alimony. For simplicity’s sake, it
down. She uses a power wheelchair to get assumes there will not also be issues involving
around. Jenny lives with her mother who has no €hild support.
other children. Jenny’s mother earns $1,300 Adult Scenario. Arlene is legally blind and
gross each month which allows Jenny to qualify has a severe arthritic condition. Because she
for a full monthly SSI check of $660. In a di- lives alone, she receives $724 in monthly SSI

vorce settlement, Jenny'’s father agrees to pay  benefits. Under a divorce settlement, Arlene re-
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ceives $420 per month from her ex-husband in
alimony. Since the $420 is unearned income, the
SSI program will disregard the first $20 and
count $400 to reduce her SSI check to $324.

Arlene plans to open an accounting business
out of a home office. To accommodate her visual
impairment, she will need an enhanced computer
screen and a computer with voice output. Since
her arthritis limits her ability to type for pro-
longed periods, she needs a scanner to enter
documents directly into her computer. After re-
ceiving the maximum assistance from New
York’s Commission for the Blind and Visually
Handicapped, Arlene will still need approxi-
mately $12,000 for additional computer equip-
ment, office furniture and supplies, advertising,
and business cards.

Under an alternative resolution of Arlene’s
case, the ex-husband agrees to pay a $12,000
lump sum rather than pay the first three years’
worth of alimony. The intent is to allow Arlene

SSI program will still treat this as income in the
month of receipt and as a resource in later
months, making her ineligible until all bank ac-
counts combined total $2,000 or less.

There are two alternatives which will pre-
serve SSI eligibility. Arlene’s ex-husband could
agree to hold the $12,000 and make payments di
rectly to vendors as money is due. This method
preserves SSI eligibility as Arlene never has this
cash available to her to pay for food or shelter.

Arlene could also propose a Plan for Achiev-
ing Self Support (PASS) in anticipation of receiv-
ing this money. She could designate in her PASS
how she will spend the $12,000 to purchase items
related to her home accounting business. If ap-
proved, the PASS would make the $12,000 an ex
empt asset and Arlene would continue to receive
a full SSI check of $724 per month. (More infor-
mation about PASS can be found at the Social Se
curity section of our website&yww.nls.oQ.)

Conclusion: Creative Resolutions
Must Be Realistic

Family law attorneys will find that in some
cases a creative solution is unrealistic. For ex-
ample, there may not be any alternative ways of
directing periodic payments to minimize the im-
pact on SSI. There may also be tax consider-
ations that will dictate the attorney’s strategy.

The attorney may also encounter clients who
have been victims of domestic violence, who pre-
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fer to quickly sever all ties with the abusive
spouse. In that case, the creative resolution may,
realistically, be limited to a transfer of property or
lump-sum buy out in lieu of alimony.

A creative resolution typically will depend on
the cooperation of the payor parent or ex-spouse.
If the other party is not willing to agree to a cre-
ative approach, it may not be realistic. In some
cases, it may be necessary to provide the payor
with a “better deal” in order to get them to agree
to the special arrangement. The creative resolu-
tion in that case could be one that serves the in-
terests of both parties. When a creative resolu-
tion is available, it can make a tremendous differ-
ence in the quality of life of the individual or
family.

A much longer version of this article, with ex-
tensive legal citations, is available either by call-
ing the AT Advocacy Project at 716-847-0650 or
by visiting our website atww.nls.og/

ssifmatyhtm.
to use this money for business start-up costs. Thg

AT Advocacy Project Continues
to Represent Individuals With
Disabilities, Statewide,

on Medicaid Appeals

For 13 years now, our New York State

Assistive Technology (AT) Advocacy
Project has taken on dozens of appeals
each year for individuals whose claims for
specialized equipment (usually referenced
as “durable medical equipment”) have
been denied by Medicaid or another fund-
ing source. During that time we have suc-
cessfully represented individuals with dis-
abilities on literally hundreds of cases.
Our successes have helped individuals
obtain specialized wheelchairs, back-up
wheelchairs, augmentative communication
devices, electronic lifts for the home, por-
table ramps, therapeutic tricycles for chil-
dren, specialized beds, and many other
items.

To refer a case to us (involving Medicaid
or another funding source, such as Medi-
care or a private insurance plan), contact

Marge Gustas at 716-847-0650 ext. 256
(mgustas@nls.org). Where appropriate,
we may try to find an attorney or advocate
from your region of the state to represent
the individual without charge.




If you would like the IMPACT
Newsletter sent to you in a large-

The AT Advocacy Project provides
statewide services: including limited
advocacy services and

technical assistance to

advocates wanting 2 L) Wewill be publishing IMPACT threetimes
to access funding AT per year and we plan to discuss all of the pri-
for assistive g mary assistive technology funding sources, in-

PERTRg cluding Medicaid, Medicare, special education
te.chnc?logy.ft.)r individuals : programs, VES D, the Commission for the Blind,
with disabilities. and private insurance programs. Please contact
usif you have any special requests.

Welcome to Neighborhood Legal Services’ data bank!

Do you have decisions of interest relating to assistive technology in the following areas? Medicaid,
Medicare, Vocational Rehab, VA, Special Education, Physically Handicapped Children’s Program, Pri-
vate Insurance, etc.

Other advocates can benefit from your experience. If you have fair hearing decisions or are involved
in or have completed litigation in these areas, we want to know about it.

print format or other alternative,
please let us know.

Please send information to: Or contact Marge at: The Assistive
Neighborhood Legal Services (716) 847-0655 ext. 256
Attn.: Marge Gustas (716) 847-1322 TDD Technology
237 Main Street Suite 400 FAX: (716) 847-0226 Advocacy Project:
Buffalo, NY 14203 E-mail: mgustas@nls.org (1161 847-0650

Web Site: www.nls.org
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